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When You Think Construction, Think ABC

MEMBER UPDATE

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER- April 2011
By Kirby Wu, AIA, LEED AP

The April 15 deadline is quickly approaching! No, | am not talking about your
personal tax returns, | am talking about something much more beneficial to your
business, the renewal of your ABC membership! ABC NJ is a rapidly growing
organization, don’t you want to be a part of it? In the first 3 months of 2011, we have
more than tripled our number of new members from this time last year. If you have
not done so already, please renew your membership by April 15 or you will be
dropped. With all of the benefits that ABC provides, how can you afford not to renew?

e Business to business networking and monthly networking events

e Membership discount programs

e Participate in having your voice heard in the fight against PLA’s, RCO’s and
other anti-merit shop legislation

e Education and safety programs, including apprenticeship training

e Listing in the annual ABC directory

ABC National has listed our chapter as one of the top two chapters in the country with
the potential for growth in our membership. Through the efforts of Bridget Scenna,
our Membership Director, and the Board Members for promoting the Board
Assignment Program, we are providing more benefits to our members than ever
before. If you would like to learn more, please contact Bridget or your assigned Board
member for information.

On April 5, our very own Secretary Harry Horwitz, Esq. (Steven’s & Lee) will be hosting
an event on construction lien laws at The Courtyards, in Edgewater Park. Those who
don't use construction liens because they don't know how it works, should use this
opportunity to learn about the law. Companies who file New Jersey construction liens
should attend this program because a lot of changes were made to the law in January
2011, and those changes are already in effect. The economic risk of working as a
contractor is higher than ever in this economy. This is an event that you should not
miss!

On April 14, ABC will be hosting our Membership Drive Networking Reception at the
Alstarz Pub in Bordentown. You are encouraged to bring an ABC prospect for free as
well as network to grow your business. Please come out and join us to have some fun
and talk to some of your ABC members.

The Government Affairs Committee is staying active to help fight for the rights of
merit shop contractors. Within the first quarter of 2011, ABC has helped to overturn
four PLAs in New Jersey. This included the Union County Child Advocacy Center,


http://www.abcsepa.org/

2010 NJ Chapter - Leadership Brigantine North and Elementary School, Atrium Renovation/Roof Replacement at
Chairman: Cumberland County Tech Education Center and the Somers Point School Renovation
Kirby Wu, AIA, LEED AP or $11.4 million dollars worth of work. We are also sending out anti-PLA packets to
Wu & Associates the Governor’s office, legislators and decision makers on the local level in order to
educate them on the harmful effects of PLAs.

1°' Vice President:

Robert Raoberti The Government Affairs Committee is also starting a new initiative to fight “bundling”
Liberty Mechanical of projects. By bundling several smaller projects, many township and counties are
Secretary: trying to circumvent the law that allows only projects over $5million to have a PLA.
Harry Horwitz, Esq. This is a clear violation of the intent of the law.

Stevens & Lee PC

Treasurer: Finally, | would like to give a special thanks to our Board member George Thomas
Brian Wiest (AMS Mechanical). He is stepping down from the Board effective immediately in order
Wouch Maloney and Company to spend more time on his business. | would like to thank George for his service on the
Board over the past many years and encourage him to stay active with the

Immediate Past Chairman: ..
organization.

Craig Alper
Alper Roofing

We are currently taking nominations for the vacant Board position. If you belive you
have the drive and enthusiasm to be on the Board, please email me and let me know!
Betty Chwastek We are looking for high-energy individuals who have a passion for the merit shop
Apartment Rehabilitation Corp. philosophy and would like to take on the responsibility of representing their members.
You can also nominate someone that you know who may fit this description.

Board Members

John Ehling

V.J. Scozzari & Sons
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.
Ed Hutchinson

Hutchinson Mechanical Services

Simon Levy Sincerely,

Levy Construction /7
/
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Wu & Associates, Inc.
Greg Sykora 2011- Chairman of ABNJ

Erco Ceilings & Blinds

Bernadette Twist

EJA & Associates
NEW MEMBERS

Drew Wagner

DJ Wagner HVAC COMPANY CONTACT PHONE WEBSITE
Atlantic Coast Alarm | Andrew Toner 609-625-0944 www.atlanticcoastalar

m.com

Caruso Excavating Carmine Chip Caruso 732-919-7483 www.carusoexcavating
Co., Inc. .com
Castle Energy J.R. Castle 215-350-6118 www.castleenergy.com
Coastal Electrical Dan Flynn 609-752-0330 coastalelectric@comca
Contracting, Inc. st.net
Concord Robert Taveroni 732-556-1202 www.concordenvironmen
Environmental tal.net
Services
J.J.M. Excavating Gerald Marandino 856-697-4646 gmi515@comcast.net
Steven Walsh Steven Walsh 609-476-3105 www.srelectric.com
Electrical Contractor,
Inc.
The ALS Group Albert Sica 732-395-4254 www.als-uic.com



http://www.concordenvironmental.net/
http://www.concordenvironmental.net/
http://www.srelectric.com/

Have A Question?
Contact Our Staff

Patrick Stewart
Chapter President
(609) 989 - 9110
pstewart@abcnjc.org

Bridget Scenna
Director of Member Services
(856-417-6173
bscenna@abcnjc.org

Patrick Stewart
Prevailing Wage Initiative
(609) 989-9110
pstewart@njpsi.com

Attention New Members

Please send your company profiles to

for inclusion in our
‘Meet The Members’ page.
For more information, please contact
Laura Slomka at
(609) 989-9110

Atlantic Coast Alarm

Atlantic Coast Alarm, Inc., (“ACA”) has been in the Security Business since 1967.
ACA has over 6,000 Customers and operates a UL approved Central Station in the
South Jersey Region. They offer same day service to their customers. They are
currently ranked in the Top 100 by Security Distributing & Marketing Magazine’s list
of national security integration companies. We are an Authorized Dealer for
Panasonic and Honeywell.

Caruso Excavating Co., Inc.

The Caruso Companies are committed to long term enduring excellence through
strategic alliances with our customers and providing employees with a rewarding
and safe work environment. Caruso Excavating is an established leader in sitework
contracting, servicing clients in Private, Commercial and Public sectors throughout
the State of New Jersey offering earthwork and underground utility installation, as
well as pump station, bridge, athletic field and pond construction. We are
committed to making every project, large or small a winning venture.

Castle Energy

Castleenergy.com is partnered with SmartName to bring you targeted search terms
designed specifically to enhance the users overall online search experience.
castleenergy.com displays the top advertisers for and more. We've taken the
confusion out of searching online, allowing you to find what you want in a timely
manner.

We understand everyone searches with different criteria in mind. That's why we've
designed castleenergy.com to be navigated on your terms. castleenergy.com
brings you the most comprehensive group of advertisers in an easily navigated
format, giving users a vast range of choices in as few clicks as possible.

The key staff of Concord provides a variety of skills supportive of our services. This
allows minimum subcontracting of specialists in order to complete the variety of
projects we are called upon to service. Concord can provide excavation,
transportation, soil recycling, sampling and groundwater clean-up as needed.

Our capabilities include but are not limited to underground and above ground tank
removal and abandonment, residential & commercial underground storage tank
testing, investigation, remediation and restoration of contaminated sites, soil
treatment and regulatory compliance support.

The ALS Group

Today, more than ever, construction firms need independent risk management
advisory. Designing a risk management program for a construction project is as
critical as the overall plan design for the project. Today’s construction risks are
complex and ever increasing as a project or enterprise grows. Projects can be
affected by volatility in financing, which affects the availability and underwriting
terms of traditional insurance coverage. Inefficient risk management, claims
management, or unexpected or undefined new risks that emerge during a project
can dramatically affect profitability.


mailto:lslomka@njpsi.com

The ALS Group and our CRIS certified Associates bring innovative and traditional
risk solutions to the design process. We couple this with our best practices
management which enables us to achieve a highly cost effective approach for our
clients.

CHAPTER EVENTS

North Jersey Council Meeting

Sign Up for LogoLinks

All members of the NJ ABC are invited to discus relevant topics that are

Do you want your important to your business

brand delivered to .
more than 3,000 Date: Tuesday, April, 12 2011
constructon

decision makers in

New Jersey ¢ Location: Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.
Contactlaura erJ 325 Columbia Turnpike
Slomkato advertse Florham Park, NJ

in MeritNews and on abcnjarg.

Pricing starts at $100 a month, with

three month minimum commitment. IEESeY¥iig] Jersey Council Meeting

Time: 4 pm

All members of the NJ ABC are invited to discus relevant topics that are
important to your business.

Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011
Time: 4 pm

Location: Mori’s Restaurant
830 East Landis Avenue
Vineland, NJ

ABC Membership Drive/Networking Beers & Buzz

Help build the ABC NJ Membership while networking and developing your business
contacts. Join us for $45 and bring an ABC NJ prospect member for FREE.
GROW your business, MAKE new contacts and VISIT with old friends at a LIVELY
location.

Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011
Time: 4-6pm

Location: Alstarz Pub
140 Route 130
Bordentown, NJ

Cost: $45 Member
Bring a Prospective Member for FREE
Sponsor $300




South Jersey Golf Outing

Enjoy a great day on the links while networking with friends and colleagues. Don
Lang, Chris Pisani and Damian Pifkowski have teamed together with Valleybrook
Country Club to ensure a day filled with good golf, lunch, an evening reception with
a three-hour open bar and buffet dinner.

Date: May 18, 2011

Time: 12:30 pm Shotgun Start

Location Valleybrooke Country Club
1 Golf View Drive

Blackwood, New Jersey

To reserve foursomes now contact Laura Slomka @ 609-989-9110

NATIONAL NEWS

ABC Tells Congress: Government Mandated Project Labor
Agreements Violate Federal Law

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In testimony delivered on Capitol Hill last month, Associated
Builders and Contractors’ (ABC) General Counsel Maurice Baskin, a partner with
Venable, L.L.P., stated that recent administration efforts to make project labor
agreements (PLAs) part of the federal procurement process are “threatening to
violate the longstanding Congressional mandate of full and open competition in
federal procurement—at taxpayers’ expense.” Baskin’s remarks were given during
a hearing on the impact of the administration’s pro-PLA policy on construction job
creation and the efficient use of taxpayer dollars held by the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform’s Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs, Stimulus
Oversight and Government Spending.

“Neither the president nor the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council has the
authority to override the statutory mandate of full and open competition in all federal
procurements,” Baskin said. “No fact-based justification for the change in policy
has ever been shown, leading to the widespread belief that the administration’s
policy is simply a political payback to organized labor.” According to Baskin, this is
the kind of political favoritism that The Competition in Contracting Act was enacted
to prevent.

“Since 2009, ABC members have filed a series of bid protests with the Government
Accountability Office to stop unjustified PLA mandates from being imposed by
federal agencies. In each case, the federal agency has withdrawn the PLA
mandate rather than risk a finding of a procurement law violation.

“The government’'s own market research has shown repeatedly that PLAs will not
serve the interests of taxpayers, will discourage competitive bidding and will
increase costs. Yet, we continue to see PLA requirements popping up on agency
procurements around the country,” Baskin said

“Eighty-seven percent of all construction workers currently choose not to belong to
a labor union. Rather than promoting full and open competition and maximizing the
available labor pool for government construction projects, which is overwhelmingly
merit shop, government-mandated PLAs result in the award of federal construction
contracts primarily to the much smaller group of unionized contractors and their
union employees,” said Baskin.



PLAs are pre-hire contracts that require projects to be awarded only to contractors
and subcontractors that agree to recognize unions as the representatives of their
employees on that job; use the union hiring hall to obtain workers; obtain
apprentices exclusively from union apprenticeship programs; pay into underfunded
and mismanaged union benefit plans; and obey costly, restrictive and inefficient
union work rules.

In his testimony, Baskin also urged Congress to support the Government Neutrality
in Contracting Act (H.R. 735), which would prohibit the federal government from
requiring contractors to execute a PLA as a condition of winning federal or federally
funded construction projects. “This legislation will result in more construction jobs,
more infrastructure renewal and a more accountable federal government,” Baskin
said.

ABC members John Ennis, Jr., CEO of Ennis Electric Company, Inc., Manassas,
Va.; and John F. Biagas, CEO of Bay Electric, Newport News, Va., also testified at
the hearing.

STATE/LOCAL

NJ ABC Political Work

The NJ ABC strongly opposed A-2144 - the bill provides for maintenance of
State buildings and facilities by direct hire of certain skilled labor.

In a nutshell, the bill eliminated the open bidding process on maintenance of State
Buildings and essentially hired organized labor directly from the halls to do work,
shutting out the Merit Shop contractor. NJ ABC testified against the bill in the
Senate Labor Committee and in the Assembly State Government Committee.

Of course, with a Democrat controlled legislature the bill passed both committees
and both houses. The bill was then sent to the Governor’s desk. Again, NJ ABC
lobbied the Governors Council and key decision makers to protect the Merit Shop
contractor from being shut out of this work.

Last month the Governor issued an Absolute Vetoed to the bill.

An ABSOLUTE VETO is a rejection of a proposed law passed by the Legislature. A
bill vetoed in this manner cannot become law unless the Legislature overrides the
veto by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members of each house. (27 votes in the
Senate; 54 votes in the General Assembly).

Since Governor Christie has taken office in January 2010, no vetoed bill has gotten
enough votes in the legislature to override a vetoed bill. So it’s safe to say this
bill is dead.

Thanks to Craig Alper from Alper Enterprises for traveling to Trenton on two
occasions in testifying against the legislation.

Special thanks to Craig Alper of Alper Enterprises for traveling to Trenton on two
occasions to testify against the legislation.

NJ ABC PLA Campaign Outreach

A few weeks ago, members of the NJ ABC had a meeting with the Executive
Director of the NJ School Development Authority (SDA) Marc Larkins. The SDA
just green lighted 10 new school construction projects, Marc told us that NO



decision has been made on how the jobs will be bid, PLA or open bidding. As we
educated Marc on the discriminatory practices of PLAs he urged the Chapter to
speak out against PLAs at the next SDA Board meeting. Marc mentioned he has a
strict budget of $584 million for these ten school projects.

The SDA Board meets on the first Wednesday of the month. The NJ ABC will be
testifying / educating the SDA Board members next Wednesday April 6" at 10am in
Trenton. All members are welcomed as we ramp up our advocacy. It’s incumbent
upon the NJ ABC to start applying pressure to the SDA decision makers and the
Governor’s office to bid these jobs without PLAs given the history of the SDA and
the now defunct SCC that wasted millions of dollars and only finished half of the
schools that were schedule to be built.

The SDA will not make any bid determinations at this meeting but it's important for
us to be out in front of this cause before it's too late.

Marketing

With the leadership of our marketing firm beSEEN, we have created a nice PLA kit

that:

1. Discusses the facts about PLAs

2. Includes an article about how PLAs are 30% more expensive

3. Includes a NJ DOL study showing the cost of PLAs and how PLAs jobs are
notoriously over schedule

4. Bag of shredded money giving legislators/ decision makers a tangible
understanding on how tax payer money is being wasted when PLAs are put on a job.

Were also a few weeks away from launching our “anti” PLA NJ web site a
Facebook site and constant updates on Twitter (ABCNJC). Please contact Patrick
Stewart at the NJ Chapter if you have any question regarding this campaign
phone, 609-989-9110 — pstewart@njabc.org .

PLA Campaign Donations

What has ABC done for you lately? The NJ ABC is ramping up a great Public
Relations and Education piece about PLAs. A few of our members donated money
for the development and kicked off of this campaign. Within the first month, we have
helped to overturn four PLAs in New Jersey. Other successes have included:

Helping to overturn a PLA for a $2.2 million Union County Child
Advocacy Center.

Convinced Brigantine Board of Education to remove a PLA for the
construction of the Brigantine North (Middle School) and Brigantine
Elementary School - Phase II. $1.8 Million.

Convinced Cumberland County Vocational Board of Education to remove a
PLA from their bid documents for the "Atrium Renovation/ Roof
Replacement @Cumberland County Tech. Education Center." $3 Million.

Met with Somers Point Board of Education and stopped a PLA on the
Somers Point School Renovation before it even made it to the bid
documents. $4.4 million.

The NJ ABC will be sending out PLA educational packets like the ones
attached to the Governor's office, legislators and decision makers on the
local level. The NJ ABC will be launching a web site about PLAs in the
upcoming weeks along with other social media outlets spreading the word
about discriminatory PLAs and how they are wasting taxpayers' money.


mailto:pstewart@njabc.org

The Chapter is also in the process of challenging "bundling" of projects to
exceed the $5 million threshold.

If you like what you see, please help support the cause with your donation so we
can spread the word right down to your local school board.

Company checks can be made out to NJ ABC and mailed to chapter offices at 414
River View Plaza. Or call Patrick Stewart (609-989-9110) or myself (856-456-2899
ext 202) for more info. We need your help to get this message out.

Thanks for your support,
Bob Brown, President
American Asphalt

NJ ABC 2011 SCHOLARSHIP

Robert Risnychok
ABC NJ
Past Presidents Memorial Scholarship

The 2011 Robert Risnychok Associated Builders & Contractors Past Presidents
Memorial Scholarship will be presented to the high school senior or college student
who has been judged the recipient by the Associated Builders and Contractors
Association Scholarship Committee.

The applicant MUST be a relative of an employee of an NJ ABC members
company.

We remind you that the completed application deadline is June 15, 2011. The
decision of our committee will be announced no later than July 1, 2011. All
scholarship applicants will be informed of the decision of the Scholarship Selection
Committee. Please contact Laura Slomka at the NJ ABC office for more details and
the scholarship application.

Training at no Cost to your Company

(Free education for ABC members registered for administrative support and education.)

The NJ ABC is utilizing training resources provided by the New Jersey Community
College Consortium for Workforce and Economic Development. Community
Colleges across the state have FREE programs for your employees. In order to
participate in these courses, you must be a New Jersey based employer, and only
full time NJ employees can attend the training. The courses are FREE, however,
the employer must pay the employee to attend. The NJ Department of Labor and
Workforce Development tracks training using social security numbers — SSN’s must
be provided.

These course range from Excel spreadsheet training, written communication skills,
PC Windows skills, to basic Word document introductions

Please see web address for NJ Workforce Consortium -
http://www.njworkforce.org/index.html.
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